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Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers’ 

THEME , 

There's an interesting little story going the rounds about sone 
of our soldier boys stationed up there in the Aleutian Island 


off Alaska. It shows pretty well, I think, the average American’ 


love of trees. This 1s the story: On one of the barren, 


windswept iclands, the troops have planted a single ama? tree. 


‘They put e strong fence e114 around and named it, of all things, 


the Aleutian Netional Forest. ‘Surely, good humor end apparent 
light-heartedness must have attended the planting of this 
sapling, and yet we suspect that even though the soldiers 
Laughed and joked at the planting ceremony, they were never- 
theless deeply stirred. We like to think that this 11ttle 


tree atending there in an othérwise treeless spot of earth 


is helping to make them feel more truly at home, away fron 


home....% shows how much the trees and forests mean to 
Americans...And now, let's see what's happening on the Pine. 
Gone hevtoe Forest. At the Ranger Station we find Bese, 
Renger Jim Robbins wife, talking things over with the local 
schoolma'am, Mery Halloway. They're waiting for Jim and his 
assistant Jerry Quiok to come hone to supper. Here they are... 
(FADING IN) Yes, Mary, it's a rece against time. That's what 
1% ia. Oh, I ao hope they ean get those trees into the ground 


before they die. 
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Where @46 the trees come from, Mrs. Robbins? I understood “hers — 


was to be almost a complete curtailment of production in th» 
Forest Service nurserics for the duration ef the war. | 3 


That's right, Mary. Only a few nurseries will be kept operating. | 


+ 


But the trees that Jim and Jerry have now were already growing 
in the nursery. noite, | 

= see. They'll elther have to plent them now or they'll be 

- wasted. | 
That's pipht. And Jim wants eo badly to finteh plantings thi t 
Bull Ridge cuteover area. But there's nobody available now t» 
help with the planting, you see, end.... 


Zz know. That's why Mr. Robbins and Jerry are working so hard 


ie SS ee 


trying to get the trees in the ground. 

Yes. They're planting trees every minute they can spare. 

But the two of them and che few guarde we have to help can't 
begin to plant ell those trees before the ground freezes toc 
hard. %t would take a large crew of men. 

It eeems Like & forest rangers lot ig always & xvace againet 
time, doesn't 167 Feu by | " 
I guess that's true. It's certainly a rush job when he's 
fighting fire. And It's slways a fight againet time when 

bugs or disease get into the timber. — 

Yes. And Jerry was telling me how fast andhard he and Mr. 
Robbins have to work to kéep enough timber marked ahead of the 


cutting crews on the timer sale areas. S30 there'll be no tleley | 


in getting out the wood for war. 
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And now this planting joo. I've never seen Jim so discouraged 
af he's beet lately. He and Jerry will probably be out there 
tonorrow, EOC. 

But they! 11 miss the Arm.sti.oe Day eblebration, Mew. Robbing. 
I knowe..But they want to get all the planting done they ean. 
There they are now, Mre. Robbine, Just getting home...no, it's 
Only Jerrye.ceee 

AND CLOSES 

(DEPRESSED) Hello, Mrs. Robbins. Hello, Mary. 


_Eello, Jerry. My, you leok tired. 


I gm tired. 

Jerry, where's Jim? Didy't he come home with you? 

No ma‘ am. He" Ll be late. Had to stop by the timber sale eres. 
Oh. | 7 
Jerry, sit down. Here, in this ohair. 

Thanke, Mary. (GRUNTS) Boy! This chair sure feels good when 

& Yeller's: bean on his feet; bendin' up and down all day Long's 
Fow is Jim? I guess he must be pretty tired too. 

Jim's kinda down in the mouth, I'm afraid, Mrs. Robbins. 

Then you didn't get muck plenting done today, Jerry? 

On, we got 8 lot of trees in the ground for the two of us. But i 
it's only a drap in the bucket. I hate to think of all the 7 
trees we're gofna have to dump because there's nobody to plan’ 


‘em. 
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BESS: 
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BESS: 


Well, maybe tomorrow you can get some more done any way, Jarry. — 


Maybe tomorrow you could get some of the Boy Sooute and 4H 
Club members to Help, arid... 
Tomorrow the kids! 11 all be at ‘the Armistice Day celebration. 
Oh deart 
Sey Scouts and the 4-8 Clib tekiig part in combsvow'e 


Of course. I mow the Vettrans are planning on she 


Armistice Day observance. 


Just the same, 1% seema to me 1f they realized how important 1% 


to get those trees planted, they'd.....s 


*hat's what I told Jim: But he fala no. He said seein’ as how | 


those kids promised the Veterana, we shouldn't try to get ‘en 
to pasa ep the celobration. 
Yes, that's Jim ell over. But I st4ll think that... 


I'é say not to even mention 1% to Jim. Shucke. He and I will 


do what we oan by ourselves. It's just that...well we did hope uy 


we could get most of the trees in the ground, et least. 
(SLOWLY) Armistice Day... wonder what kind of Armistice (> 
oelebration we can have this year...with things as they are now 
in thia crazy world. | 

Yeah. It sounds kinda funny right now, doesn't it, Mre. 
Robbins.....2 | 


I wonder why Jim doesn't get here? 2 don't think we ought to 


weit supper any longer. It's been ready now fore... 
PHONS RINGS 
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MARY: 
BESS: 


JERRY : 
BESS; 


' at JERRY: 


agian RECEIVER ON 


‘3 Whoopee They're going to let the kids work with as tomorrow, 


Re Kia eS SM 2 Poze § 


There's 2 migio word for you.. "upper. Just gay sapper and bane 
times outa ten something happens . to keep you away from it. ’ 
(PHONE RINGS) See? Right now it's the doggone telephone. 
Maybe it's My. Robbine. 


I'l. anewer at, Jerry. ‘Stay where you are. PRECZIVER OFF) eLio. 


Thie is the Ranger Station...Who?...Oh, yes. How ard yout... a 


You want him to make a speech tomorrow? fl 
Good gravy! Ae. though ¢im didn't have enough on his mind _ 
I'n eorry, Mr. Thompson, but I know Jim hee to plant treee | : 
tomorrow. I'm afraid he can't do that and speak in town at th 
game time...What's that you're saying?...(PAUSE)...0h, thet’s — 
wonderful...Bkees you, tir. Thompson and, yes, every | 
Veteran and Boy Scout ead 4-H youngster in town...I think that! 8 
simply grand...¥es, air. i+And I'm sure Jim will make a apecea 
under those conditions and be happy to do it...Yes, I'ii telly 


hin. aoee Goodebyet 


Whet is it, Mee. Robbins? Why, yous ..you' re positively becmin 
i'm harpy, that's way. Oh, wait 'til Jim hears about thi 
Thet was Frank Thompson on the ‘phone. He s hee@ of the 


Veterans here, and he told me... 


huh? 
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Yes. But that's not all. Lasten, Those youngetera figured 
things all out by themselves and got thelr Dads...most of Gres 
ere Veterans, as you knovw,.....they all arresd to celebrate 
Semishice Dev out there of Bull Rides tomorrow by planting tfcad.. 
Now whet do you think about that? 
Oh, that's marvelous! With all those boys end the men, too, 
Jerry, you'll be. sure to finish the job. 
You bet we will...."o they're going to scrap the usual doing» 
an favor of planting trees, huh, Mrs. Robbins? 
Mr. Thompson sai@ ell the Veterane agreed that Armistice Day this 
year should bea day of resolve rather than recollection... 
And resolve means ection, huh? | 
Yos. Ha said that wheg taey learned what you anc Jim were up 
against, they felt the beat kind of eclebratien they could 
have would be by olenting trees tomorrow. 
Gee, that's swell (FADE) Doggone e¥el1. 
INTERLUDE 


ie. PADE IN CROWD CHATTER, OCCASIONAL CLINK OF METAL 


That's it, folks. The jo»'s all done. and how! Throw your 
planting toole right here on this pile. (OLATTER) That's it. 


Throw ‘em here. Thank you..... 


| 


(EXOLTED) derry, this hes been the most...the most wonderful day 


i've ever experioneed. Pia you see the way those men all 


pitehed in and planted the trees? 


(CHUCKLING) It tes something all right. Ana didn't the kids get 


a kick outa showing their Daddies how to plant, though? 
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Ana what about the women folks? Bringing food end hot drinks 
way up here? Oh, I tell you, they won't forget this in « 
long time... - 

There'll be plenty of a éhning backe and sore muscles to’remind 
‘om, I'm thinking. It wos swell, though. We got the trees 4x, 
all right. | | 


BUGLE SOUNDS ASSEMBLY orf 


JERRY: 


JEARY 3 


(WITH IT) That's Assembly call, Mary. See? The folks are 211 
getting together over there. To hear Jim's little speach, I. 
reckon. 

Let's go over, Jerry. I want to stand near Mrs. Robbins. 


x bet she's proud, uli? 


AS proud end happy ae T' ve ever seen her, Jerry. the knew 


better then you and I sould possibly know, how much this | 
planting job meant to Mr. Robbine. . 


Yeah, that's right. 


BUILD UP CROWD NOISE GRADUALLY, SUS‘TAIN 


BESS: 
JERRY : 
MARY: 


JERRY: 


(THROUGH NOISE) Oh; there yon are, you two. 

Where’ a Jim, Mrs. Robbina? 

Why, he's etanding there in that truck, silly. There up 
shee. , 

Sure, I gee him. Look, he's raising his hand. Going to make 
his talk now. (CUE f0 N.¥.) (SOTTO) Goto it, ome Go te Lf, 
Zeller. 


CROWD NOISE SUBSIDES 
SWITCH TO NEW YORK TO PICK UP JIM. 
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JIM: i (SLIGHELY OFF-LOUD AS I ADDRESSING OUTOOOR CROWD) Friends... 

| I reckon this has been she moet unuenal Armistice Day 
celebration we've had, all of WB, inoe....well ever aince there was en 
Armistioe Day. I'm wondering if you don't agree, though, thet at's been. 
a good, way to observe Armistice Day, 19427....I don't want to talk long. 
It's getting late and the sun will be dow 'fore long. Sut I gotta sey a 
few things. There'll be some folkr, hearing about whet we did today, who! i 
probably say, "So they planted a lotta little trees. ‘So they helped out | 
the Forest Ranger. S80 what?" There'll be folks who won't see any more than 
Just another job in what you've done here today, and this is my answer te 4 
“them... Maybe we're only a small handful of Americans together here on 2 7 
mountain ridge but, folks, you've shown today how Americans, the country 
over, can get together with spirit end enthusiaem to get a job dons... 
any job thet needs doing. — You' ve gone ahead and done more thantalk sbout 
high ideals today. You've put ideale into actiont! This was waste lané 
here, and you've started it back to produstivity. And these thousands of 
, srees you! ve planted. Whether it's realized or not, thece trees Like ail 
our forests are part of the foundation for future American security 20. 
strength...I¢ you want to look at it another way, we ¢an consider these 
trees as living monuments, Lf you please, not only toe the nemory of our 
friends and reladives who died in the last war, but, even more, to their | 
spirit that will never diec.....-the same epirit that inspires our friends and 
relatives who are carrying on the fighting now, today! So, friends, . 
4 anybody'a be badlnt stax eAMo think thet all we 414 today was plent some 

bs trees. . (MORE) 
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We've planted for a better future...1 just hope you're all ea 


as proud as I am. You'va worked and g¥eeted to mighty good 


ta purpose, believe met And now, with the sun sinking there in she 
a , vest, over old Bald Top Mountain, we're goin' to put a proper t 
a end"to our Armistice observance. In keeping with the epirlt | 
i, ; you've shown heré today, we've decided that we're not going ie 


te have our bugler end “his occasion with the cali that's 
usually heard on Armistice Day...No, sirt This isn't the 
time for playing “Taps".....(BUILDING UP) We're not 


recolleoting today. Like Frank Thompson eays...we' re 


Resolving. Thie isn't an end...It's the beginning...Go a 
ahead, Tom. Blow that bagle. Blow the "Charge"call. Loui — : 

, and strong! . eatess tO alk ue 

la Americans! Charget*!8. a 
be CUE TO RETURN : 
.. (SWITCH TO CHICAGO) 

. BUCLER: "CHARGE" CALL, REPEAT | | 
ze GROWD APPLAUDS THRU CALL | * 
L, MUSICAL FINALE . 

, ANNOUNCER: Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers comes to you each week during the 
i NatLonal Farm and Home Your as a network presentation with 


the adooperation of the Forest Service, United States 


Department of Agriculture.... 
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